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I loved it when the cock crows 
and mother beacon us to go 
fetch water from the Ngadda 
River. 

I enjoyed the cool breeze that caressed our 
bare-feet each time we go to Ngadda River. I love 
animals.
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Sire,
we are happy 
to be here.

Welcome to 
konduga.

Mr. 
Abdullahi, 

you’re 
back.



5

Hello,

What is your 

name?

Aminu! Where are 

all the trees 

and birds?

The city 

men took 

them.
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Look,
Aminu look 
over there!

Come on 
guys, 

abdullahi 
is back

Hmm...?

Abdullahi’s bus  
arrived with two 
other trucks.



What do 

you mean 

THE CITY 

MEN TOOK 

THEM?

They said 

they will 

use them 

to build 

bridges,

houses and 

furniture in the 

big cities. 

the birds don’t 

come here 

anymore.
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 it’s noon 
already and still 

no sign of him;

did he say he 
would be back 

today?



Aminu 

you talk 

too much.

oh 

Grandpa,

I am just 

telling him 

about what 

happened to 

the trees.

Hmm...

You look 

familiar.

I know you...

You are abdullah 

the son of Audu

the hunter.
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Do you think 
he will come 

back?

Of course, 
he has to help 
us plant the 

trees 
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You...

you know 

me?

I may be old,

but these eyes 

never forget a 

face.

Of course 

I am sure

Are you sure 

grandpa,

He just 

arrived?

So where did you 

pop out from all 

of a sudden,

Are you 

here for 

the trees 

too?

yes...

I mean 

no...

Aminu and friends showed Mr. Abdullahi 
around, where he took photographs of the
level of desert encroachment in konduga.

There are
 few trees left 

and they are also 
dying  due to lack 

of rain.
And 

there is 
so much 

sand.
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We don’t cut 

trees, We 

plant them.

He makes 

money planting 

trees... HA

HA
HA

HA

HA

Did you 

hear that, 

Aminu?

People make money 

cutting trees, now we 

will make money 

planting them.

Well...

Actually we 

are not here 

to make 

money.

In that case, 

I am not 

interested.

I rather

stick to 

farming if...

If only the  

rain will 

fall.
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Mr. Abdullahi,
what you have 

brought is good for 
us and the future of 

our village.

Therefore 
you have my 
blessings

I decree 
that everyone in 
this village must 

plant at least 
one tree from 

now on.

Yes!



Planting 

trees can be as 

important as 

planting food 

itself.

Climate control 

and atmosphere 

purification is key for 

human existence.

Trees 
and soils help 

regulate atmospheric 
temperatures through 

a process called 
evapotranspiration.

But I am 

interested;
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Oh don’t 

worry, 

Grandpa can 

be grumpy 

sometimes; 

I’m sure  he 

will come 

around.

Do you 
know why we 

have less 
rain now?

em...em..
no.

Do know why 
we have so 

much sand in 
Konduga?

You 
should pay 

more attention 
next time.

Ahm...
no...I...

Malam Mudi,  
let me ask 
you this-
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When we cut 

down trees we 

disturb this 

process

This 

causes the air 

to become hot 

and dry as there 

is no moisture 

in it.
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hmm... if what 
you say is true,
we must make 

haste.

Ahem...
sire, may I... say 
something here.

We need 
food and money 
in this village, 

I think we 
should plant 

food instead or 
just continue 
selling our 

trees.
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without the trees and the cool 

moisture in the air, the earth is 

exposed to the heat of the sun.

Soon, our lakes and 

rivers  begin to dry up.

This will eventually 

lead to drought.

Another problem we will face if we keep cutting 

down trees is desert encroachments.

Trees play vital roles in stopping sands 

from the desert and if we don’t plant more 

trees, everywhere will become a desert.

It is because 

of this danger that the 

government came up with 

the green wall 
initiative.
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The rain doesn’t fall 
much in Konduga 

anymore  and the air 
is so hot... so much 

sand...

I think 

the problem has 

started already, 

we have to do 

something.

I Have to talk 

to the chief, I need to take 

photos of this place and 

send them to my 

organization for help.

Follow me, 
I will take 
you to the 

chief.
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 And in no time, Mr. Abdullahi 
explained to the chief 
everything he told aminu and 
his friends.

20



Who 

is he?
He is here 

to save our 

village

Save our 

village from 

what?

Is he a 

preacher?

He is here to 

save our village 

from the sands, 

we are going to 

see the chief.

Hello everyone, 

this is 

mr. Abdullahi
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What ARE 
THOSE KIDS 

UP TO?

It must be 
serious, 

let’s follow 
them and see.

I heard 
they are 

going to see 
the chief.
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But we love 

sand, we play 

football in 

it.

and it is 

bright and 

beautiful.

What 

are you 

talking 

about?

What if it 

becomes so 

much it 

covers 

everywhere 

including 

the river?

1518

Can we 
join you?

Sure,

 we need all 

the help we 

can get.

People have to 

understand  the 

benefits of 

planting trees.



16

o YES 
THERE iS.

REALLY?! SURE,

here,
Let me 

show you 
something

Let me 
see

Look at 
the lovely trees 

and birds,
they are so 
beautiful.

What 
is it?
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oh no, it’s all 
dried up and it 
has a lot of 

sand.

from what I have seen, 
It has already started 

happening because people 
cut down trees and they 

don’t  plant any

Gosh,
how can we 

help?

So you think 
konduga will be 

full of sand 
too?

Now look at 
the other photo;

it’s the same place  
after the trees were 

cut down.
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